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the day when he was dragged from under a bed to a position of^
unsolicited greatness; and he was not the man to bring order out
of chaos. He restored the provisional constitution of March 10,
1912, and was aided by men of integrity like Sun and C. T, Wang]
The Suns, no longer exiles, now lived in Shanghai and made visits
to various centres where Sun Yat-sen spoke to audiences on the
republican form of government; but what remote chance the new
government had of uniting China and subduing the War Lords was
lost finally by divided opinion over the world war.
Japan early joined the allies, not from any sympathy with democ-
racy but because she coveted former German colonies in the Pacific
and German rights in Shantung. Yuan conceded the Shantung
rights to Japan, but the allies insisted that a final settlement musK
await the end of the war. It was only when the German submarine
campaign forced the allies to appeal to Japan for naval reinforce-
ments that Japan was able to extract from them a secret promise
to endorse her Shantung claim.
Meanwhile the allies, under the stress of war, wanted also help
from China in the form of labour contingents, and strenuous efforts
were made by Dr. Morrison and other Europeans to persuade the
Chinese Republic to declare war on Germany. Some Chinese felt
that by entering the war China would secure a seat at the Peace
conference and could there resist Japan's claims; but others, notably
Sun and C. T. Wang, desired peace in which to consolidate the
republican government. Both points of view had attractions anch'
the issue split the government. Sun expressed his opinion in an open
letter to Lloyd George:
"I have been approached by prominent Englishmen to consider the question
of China joining the Allies, After careful study I come to the conclusion that
it would be disastrous to both countries should China break her neutrality.
For China is yet an infant Republic, and as a nation, she may be likened to
a sick man just entering the hospital of constitutionalism. Unable to take
care of herself at this stage, she needs careful nursing and support. Therefore
China cannot be regarded as an organized country. She is held intact only
by custom and sentiment of a peace-loving people. But at once, should there
arise discord, general anarchy would result. . , * Should China enter the
war, it wouki prove <fonyiTniq to her national life, and injurious to the prestige
of England in the Far East The mere desire to get China to join the Allies,
is to Chinese minds a confession of the Allies' inability to cope with Germany.
.,. Already the question has raised bitter dissension among our statesmen."
Meanwhile in China the reformer Kang Yu-wei took part in an
abortive attempt to restore the Manchus, a denouement which would